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ICFRE-RFRI ORGANIZED TREE GROWERS’ MELA AT JORHAT (ASSAM)

ICFRE-Rain Forest Research Institute, Jorhat (Assam) organized Tree Growers’ Mela, sponsored by
CAMPA on 07 and 08 March, 2024 at its premises. It was attended by more than five hundred
participants including Farmers, Tree Growers, JFMC Members, Forest Officials, Students, SHG
members, NGO Members, Members from ATMA, ASRLM, Villagers of our Demo Village,
Academicians etc.

The Tree Growers’ Mela was inaugurated by Mrs. Kanchan Devi, IFS, Director General, ICFRE,
Dehradun in an auspicious Inaugural Session by lighting of the Holy Lamp. | was also attended by Dr.
K. M. Vijaya Kumari, Director, CMERTI, Jorhat and Dr. R. S. C. Jayaraj, Ex-Director, ICFRE-RFRI
and Ex-PCCF, Andaman as Guests of Honour.

At the outset, Dr. Nitin Kulkarni, Director, ICFRE-RFRI welcomed all the distinguished guests and
participants and urged all to take the benefit from the R&D works of the Institute.

Dr. R. K. Borah, Group Coordinator (Research) of the Institute briefed about purpose of organizing
the Tree Grower’s Mela. He highlighted the importance of ‘Bari’ or homestead gardens towards
livelihood income. He also emphasized upon the importance of ICFRE-RFRI in bamboo and
Agarwood research for increasing the livelihood of the tree growers of North-east India.

Dr. Vijaya Kumari, Director, CMERTI, Jorhat in her speech, appreciated the effort of ICFRE-RFRI,
Jorhat for organizing this programme and emphasised on development of nurseries of food plants for
Muga and Eri silk worms for livelihood promotion through rearing of both. She also shared
information about the Silk Samagra-2 Yojana to improve the socio-economic status of the sericulture
farmers.

Dr. Jayaraj spoke about the criteria in selecting tree species for agroforestry or farming based upon
their economic and environmental compatibility along with social viability.

The dignitaries released a Souvenir published on the occasion of Tree Grower’s Mela. A bi-lingual
magazine of the Institute, namely Varsharanyam was also released on the occasion.

Earlier, the Institute had decided to felicitate three Entrepreneurs who got benefited from this Institute
in the past. Accordingly, Shri Dipak Gogoi, Jorhat; Smt. Raziya Rahman, Jorhat and M/s Chroma
Biotech, Dibrugarh were felicitated in the Inaugural Session of the Tree Grower’s Mela. ICFRE-Rain
Forest Research Institute, Jorhat feels proud to be a part of the journey of their success, as their
journey started after getting the technologies and skills from this Institute. All of them shared their
experiences and gratefully acknowledged the contributions of this Institute in their endeavour.
Delivering her inaugural speech, Mrs. Kanchan Devi highlighting the role of ICFRE in upliftment of

the India’s forest scenario and requested the people to take the benefits of the lab to land activities of
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various ICFRE institutes all over the country. She also expressed her satisfaction on the role of
ICFRE-RFRI in this regard. Further, she emphasized the transformation of agroforestry and farming
practices into organic in line of Sikkim along with the inclusion of nature-based solutions. She also
emphasized upon the farmers-industry tie-up and collaborations and the need for promoting the use of
organic biofertilizers and bio pesticides on a community basis. She hoped that this type program
would take the massages to the common people and particularly to the tree growers of the country.

The Inaugural Session of Tree Growers” Mela ended with the vote of thanks offered by Mr. R. K.
Kalita, Organizing Secretary.

Mrs. Kanchan Devi, subsequently, inaugurated an Exhibition in presence of other Dignitaries. There
were around twenty two Exhibition Stalls that included Research Institutions, Entrepreneurs, NGO,
Nurseries, Forest Based Companies etc. Farmer-orientated extension materials and products were
showcased by various organizations such as CSIR-North East Institute of Science and Technology,
Jorhat; Tocklai Tea Research Institute, Jorhat; Central Muga Eri Research and Training Institute,
ICAR-NBSSLUP, Jorhat; AAU-KVK, Jorhat, State Bank of India, Phesual Branch, Jorhat; Parijat
Nursery, Jorhat; Surujmukhi NGO, Dibrugarh; Panchajanya Kutir Udyog, Teok, Jorhat; Madhuri Food
Products, Jorhat; Razi’s Food Production Unit, Jorhat; Moonlight Group, Jorhat; DM Agarwood and
DM Fragrance Naharani, Golaghat; Annapurna Seed Library, Jorhat etc. Mrs Kanchan Devi along
with other Dignitaries visited the Exhibition Stalls and interacted with the Officials present in the
Stalls.

A Farmers-Scientists interaction was organized where Dr. R. K. Borah, Dr. S. Bordoloi, Dr. P.
Karmakar and Dr. R. D. Borthakur participated as resource persons and interacted with the Farmers.
Sri R. K Kalita and Ms. Shahnin Islam conducted the interaction programme.

Dr. R. K. Borah, Scientist-G & Group Coordinator (Research) initiated the interaction session and
sensitised the farmers, tree growers etc on commercial cultivation of Aquilaria
malaccensis (Agarwood) with the technologies developed by ICFRE-RFRI, Jorhat. Sri Satya Ravidas,
Mohbandha Jorhat interacted with Dr. Borah to know about the technologcal knowhow and cost of
inoculation for artificial inoculation. Dr. R. K. Borah in his reply described the scientific method of
Agarwood cultivation, artificial inoculation and production of quality planting materials (QPM) in
Agarwood seedlings production nursery.

Dr. S. Bordoloi, Scientist E interacted with the farmers on benefits of planting tissue culture raised
saplings of bamboo and other commercial species. Sri Jitu Neog of Khanamukh, Jorhat had a
interaction with Dr. Bordoloi and requested for needful for providing the benefit of MSP by the

government for bamboo species. Sri Kamal Kanta Hazarika, a farmer of Dibrugarh district, Assam
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also enquired the cost of planting materials of commercial species of bamboo and Agarwood raised
through tissue culture.

Dr. R. D. Borthakur, Chief Technical Officer spoke about bamboo charcoal production techniques for
livelihood enhancement and sustainable utilization of waste bamboo. Dr. Borthakur also informed the
economic benefits of bamboo charcoal production, value addition by briquetting, charcoal powder for
making bio char, cosmetic products etc.

Sri R. K. Kalita, Scientist F also highlighted on the process of bamboo charcoal production and
vinegar as by-product.

Dr. Prasun Karmakar, Scientist B interacted with the farmers on cultivation, processing and value
addition of Lac for livelihood and self employment. He also informed about the plantation of plant
species such as Flamingia semialata, Zizyphus zujuba etc for rearing of Lac insect.

Overall, the Tree Growers’ Mela became successful for which it was being organized. More than five
hundred people attended the Mela; many of them also visited the other research and development
activities of the Institute. The Exhibition also attracted the attention of the Dignitaries as well as other

participants. It was widely covered on print and other media like All India Radio.


https://www.bing.com/search?q=briquetting+charcoal+powder&FORM=AWRE
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Ram forest meamh institute, Jorhat
two-day tree growers 'mela

JORHAT: ICFRE-Rain Forest
Research Institute, Jorhat
(Assam) organized a Tree
Growers' Mela on 07th and 08th
March, 2024. It was sponsored
by CAMPA and attended by
more than five hundred partic-
ipants that included Farmers,
TreeGrowers, JEMC Members,
Forest Officials, Students,
Delegates, SHG members,
NGO Members, Members from
ATMA, ASRLM, Villagers of
RFRI Demo Village etc. The
two-day event was inaugu-
rated by Mrs, Kanchan Devi,
IFS, Director General, ICFRE,
Dehradun who was the Chief
Guest in the inaugural ses-
sion. Dr. K. M. Vijaya Kumari,
Director, CMERTI, Jorhatand
Dr. R.S. C. Jayaraj, Ex-Dirvector,
ICFRE-RFRI and Ex-PCCF,
Andaman graced the occa-
sion as Guests of Honour. The
Inaugural Session started with
the lighting of the holy lamp
by dignitaries. At the outset,
Dr. Nitin Kulkami, Director,
ICFRE-RFRI, Jorhat welcomed
allthedistinguished guestsand
participants of the programme.

Dr. R.K. Borah, GC(R), ICWE
RFRIbriefedabout the purpose
of organizing the Mela. In her
inaugural speech, Dr. Vijaya
Kumari appreciated the effort of
ICFRERFRI, Jorhat for organ-
izing this training and empha-
sised on nursery development
of food plants for Muga and
Eri silkworms for livelihood
promotion through rearing of
both. Dr. Jayaraj spoke about
the criteria in selecting tree
species for agroforestry or
farming based upon their eco-
nomicand environmental com-
patibility along with social via-
bility. Dignitaries released the
Souvenir and Varsharanyam,
ICFRE-RFRI'’s bi-lingual mag-
azine.

ICFRERFRI, Jorhat{Assam)
felt proud to be a part of the
journey of success of three
Entrepreneurs, namely Shri
Dipak Gogoi, Jorhat; Smt.
Raziya Rahman, Jorhat and
M/s Chroma Biotech LLP,
Dibrugarh whowere felicitated
during the Inaugural Session.
They alsospoke on the occasion
and expressed appreciation to
thelnstitutefor their initial sup-
portand shared theirentrepre-

Participants of the tree growers’ mela

neurial success stories. twenty Institutions, NGO,

Inherinaugural speech, Mrs.  Entrepreneurs such as CSIR-
Kanchan Devi highlightedthe  NEIST, Jorhat, Tocklai Tea
role of ICFRE in development  Research Institute, Jorhat;
offorest scenariosand praised CMERTI, Jorhat, ICAR-
the role of ICFRE-RFRIinthis NBSSLUP, Jorhat; AAU-
regard. She emphasized the KVK, Jorhat, State Bank of
transformation of agroforest-  India, Phesual Branch, Parijat
ryandfarmingpracticesinthe  Nursery, Jorhat, Surujmukhi
line of Sikkimalong withincle NGO, Dibrugarh; Panchajanya
sion of nature-based solutions.  Kutir Udyog, Jorhat, Madhuri

She hoped that this event will
take the masses more towards
the trees, forests and environ-

ment.

Vote of thanks was delivered
by Mr. Rajib Kumar Kalita,
Organizing Secretary of Tree
Growers’ Mela, ICFRE-RFRI,
Jorhat. Afterwards, Mrs.
Kanchan Devi inaugurated
the exhibition in presence of
the dignitaries. More than

Food Products, Jorhat; Razi's
Food Production Unit, Jorhat;
Moonlight Group etc. partic-
ipated in the Exhibition. A
Farmers-Scientists interac-
tion was also held where Dr.
R. K. Borah, Dr. S. Bordoloi,
Dr. P. Karmakar and Dr.R. D.
Borthakur interacted with the
Farmers. Sri R. K Kalita and
Shahnin Islam conducted the
programme.
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